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LIVE EXPORT — EMANUEL EXPORTS — LICENCE CANCELLATION 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.04 pm]: 
At 11 o’clock last night the federal government announced it has cancelled the livestock export licence of WA’s 
biggest live sheep exporter, Emanuel Exports. The decision to cancel the licence, alongside the already announced 
changes to stocking densities over the northern summer months and the proposed introduction of a new heat stress 
assessment model for live export ships, will inevitably result in a reduction in the live trade. The McGowan 
government has warned for some months now that this outcome was likely and that the federal government needed 
to work with the state government and industry on a plan to deal with a reduction in live exports. The McGowan 
government has been focused on finding long-term solutions to build resilience in the sheep industry. We are 
supporting local meat processors to pick up the slack and investing in research and development to support 
restructuring in the sheep industry to maximise new market opportunities. 

We welcome the federal government finally taking steps to clean up the live export trade and remove operators 
that have brought the industry into disrepute. We now need the federal government to start showing its support for 
the sheep industry by planning for the future. Accordingly, we have called on the federal government to accept 
responsibility and provide a financial assistance package to the WA sheep industry as it works through this 
structural readjustment. The industry will need support to grow meat processing capacity, invest in new feedlots, 
invest in new chilling facilities, and boost research and development into herd genetics and feed efficiency. Our 
government has started this process with around $6 million of assistance, but our farmers need the federal 
government to come to the table and start dealing with the issue that it has created. 
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